-'

b \n'-h

brain ‘he

alone, Sperry discovered that the
brain’s left hemisphere performs ana-
lytic and higher verbal and mathemati-

- cal skills, while the right side is more

holistic and copes better with spatial
relationships. "The right side of the
brain is the home of artists, while sci-
entists, lawyers and writers ‘make more
use of the left side.

In the late 1960s, he began to break
away from the traditional scientific
view that the brain functions solely
through the work of nerve cells and
biochemistry.

Sperry determined that conscious
thought actually plays an active opera-
tional role in brain function. By the
mid-1970s, his discoveries had gained
wide acceptance among the behavioral
and human sciences and became known
as the “consciousness revolution.”

In a 1987 article in a campus publica-
tion, Sperry told of the “terrific recep-
tion” his new consciousness view re-
ceived at a 1965 lecture at the
University of Chicago, where he earned
his doctorate. When he gave the same

that year at Caltech, it went

lecture
- over “like a lead balloon.”

“Occasionally I've heard surprise ex-
pressed that this sort of thinkin,

earch won him the Nobel P

should arise at, of all lﬂces, Caltech,”
he said in the articl

In recent years, Sperry, now 78, has
been absorbed with the philosophical
implications of how the consciousness
revolution affects morals and values
and influences “how we run the plan-

” said Polly Henninger, a visiting as-

sociate in biology at Caltech who stud-
ied under Sperry in the early 1980s.

Henninger recently returned from the
national conference of the American
Psychology Assoclatmn in San Francis-
co, where she said a standing-room-only
audience attended a presentation by a
colleague of Sperry on the effect of the
consciousness revolut\on on psycholo—

“Tt was very well recewed, <
“One colleague said, ﬂ‘hat’s Sperry, al-
ways the visionary.”’

Sperry suffers from
disease that affects hi
could not give an inter
never been conversat
ways a good listener,dil

‘“He’s been called *
of our time,” and I think |
she said. “He can hear
ing and give you a

neuro-motor
SP ech’and 5
 had

+ wﬂl‘ help clarify
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Fair Play

The Star-News promptly corrects all errors of substance. We also seek to
clarify or add fairness and balance to stories printed in the newspaper. If you
wish to report an error or request a clarification of a story, call 578-6450. Tell
us what you believe needs to be corrected. Your call will be forwarded to the
appropriate editor or reporter, or a message will be taken. We'll get back to
you within 24 hours, or by Monday if you call on a weekend.

A headline and caption on the weekly g;_qltecg profile on Page A-3
of Monday’s Star-News misspelled the name of Roger Sperry.




