I /
/// M e,

Rosoarch on sight, brain honorod

Three share 1981 Nobel

Fhe 1 Nobel Prse o0 Aeaicine oy
Py sbolingy dn bwdigg shacesd by twor Havand
s estigatens amd e b liom e
Calitvnia lastinte ot bechnology

FLalE oo Gl $ T0OONRT purtzee will b shanes)
Iy Dl 00 Hobsel, ANDY, aisl Toesten N
Wiesel, AL, Dathe ol Hlarvanll, for the
studies alowiog it the stnaolation of
At e iatancy Is el to ature vislon

The other halt ot the awanl goes 10
Roger W Sy, Phi), whase wink al
Caltech desmonstrated that the et gl
i sides of i Do gsefonm diffenent
o tons

THE KAROUINSKA Assembily, whinhy
selents the Nobal wittwas, salld 1y an
Bouncng e award that the 20 years of
work by Iy Hahie) aonl Wiesel “tepesent
ahosaktleough i research g the ahility

ol the baln to interguet e code of (he
Ivsgnadag eoessaye fronm the eyes  Thie twao
Physictans tound that the alulity of the
vistal syatem to Ioterpet dmages sy
tevelaped divectly atter ieth, and that a
prererpiaite ds for the eyes o e psposed
e varied visual stimoli A gractical tesult
ol thed sesean his eatiment of iien's
viston preobileans with speslal pratterns

Hhe kacatineka Asserbly sand, 10 only
Wt exnagggeration 1o say that what we
s tonlay, I other wonls, low wae et
celve e visial world aronnd us, deepends
on the visual expetiences we had turing
e Hest stagges of oue lives 1 those ae
At and distantesl— for enample thiouagh
coos b the fens system of the pye i
may el o prenmanent bipaloment uf
Dranes ability 10 analyze: visual linpares
stons ™
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The Matvared physicians found that a
step by stepe i ess teansinity npulses
fron the 1odine 10 the brain, with varh
stepr tnvolving columns of nerve celly that
teceive and analyze intarmation and
ansinil (1 1o othet nerve celly

DR SPIRRY'S hiain cesoan by, the as
seably sated, “has provided as witlvinsight
e thearsnes worlth ot the bieain, hitherta
altnost completely hidden tronmn s

[ Spenry's wonk has shown that the
lef sicde of the bran perdorms logical

Ceolebrations were in

Nobel Prize in Medicine
or Physlology. In the
top photo, MDs Torsten
Wiosel (left) and David
Hubel (right) share a
toast with a 1980
co-winner of the award,
Baruf Benacerraf, MD,
who also Is a Harvard
colleague of this year's
winners. In the photo at
right, Roger Sperry,
PhD, describes his
award-winning work at
the California Institute

of Technology.
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Prize in medicine

sontd wopuessions dodd compretendiog
e

lon ddese b 10 Specey s Tinekogs 1he
conimitee said the et hesnsphere «lar
thes symbiadie elabionstogps and iy The
MMare agpiessive dotninant ewarculive
Brearny halCaen e ontend of the centsal v
systen

Thee anvapor chinieal appidic ation tor (o
Spetry’s research lias been o sungieal
seprdralion of heain halves 10 huamans
sullenmg Teom some types of eputepny
wilh cath hall ol the Ingin teceang
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analysis In computer-like fashion, and
does spoaking and wriling tasks and
mathematical calculations, he right
hembsphere, as Dr Sperty once described
I, s 4 “passive, silont passenger who
leaves e driving of behavior mainly to
the left hemisphre.”

Dr. Speny's rescarch, however, showed
that the right hemisphere |y “clearly
supetior in many respects, such as con-
crete thinking, spatial conse lousness, and
complex ielationships. ., Morcover, it iy
the leadir when it comes 10 Interproting

what to write for

Procecdings of AMA-sponsored Sixih
Waestern Hemisphere Nutrition Congruss
dre now avatlable. Copies of Nutrdtion in
the 198y Constraints on Our Knowledge,
are 30 cach fiom Alan R. Liss Inc., 150
Hith Avee, New York, NLY. 10011,

folraining.

DR, WILSEL is the son of a Swedish
psychiatrist and received his MD from the
Karolinska Institute In Stockholm, Ve has
been in the United States since 1955, and
has worked with Dr. Hubel since thal
time,

Dr. Hubel, bom in Windsor, Ont,,
receivesd his medical degree from MeGill
U. in Montreal, Can. He and Dr, Wiusel
began working together ot the Johns
Hopkins Newrologleal Insthute In 1955,
They both moved 10 Harvard Modical
School in 1959, Dr. Wiesel Is chatrman of
the neuroblalogy departiment. Dr. FHubol
In fotmer ehalrman n, the deprartment and
now Is Harvaed's Goorge Packuoy Horry
professor of neurobiology.

D Sperry, bormn in Hartiord, Conn.,
received his doctorate Loalogy st the U,
of Chicago and has done fesvarch al
Harvard at the Yorkes Laboratory of
Pricnate Blology In Atlanta. 1o hay oot a
Caltech since 1954,




